3I4      SILVER AND SHEFFIELD PLATE
1625.   James the First died.
1638.   Dublin Assay Charter granted on Dec. 13.
1649.    Charles the First beheaded.
1660.   The Restoration, (May).
1664 (circa).   Newcastle marks begin to be traceable.
1681. Edinburgh adopts a date letter mai~k, Sep-
tember. Changes in October.
1681. Edinburgh deacons' Initials abandoned for those
of the assay master.
1685.   Chester Assay Charter granted on May 6.
1685.    Charles the Second died.
1686.    Chester records its first marks.
1688.    The Revolution.
1689.    Chester adopts its date mark,
1689.   William the Third and Mary proclaimed.
1694.   Mary died*
1694 (circa).   Glasgow begins to mark silver.
1696,    An Act (7th William the Third)   passed  to
encourage the sale of wrought silver to the mint.
1697.    Use  of makers'  initials,   with or  without a
device, confirmed by Act of Parliament.
1697. Higher Standard silver began to be made under
an Act of Parliament (May 27). Leopard's
Head and Lion Passant abolished. Britannia
and Lion's Head erased substituted. Makers'
mark first two letters of surname. The Act
(8th William the Third) raised the standard
of fine silver to n oz, 10 dwt. per ounce Troy.
1710. An Act (i4th William the Third) passed re-
establishing the Provincial assay offices at York,
Exeter, Bristol and Chester. The Norwich office
reopened, but it never recovered its position,
1702.   William the Third died.
1704.   Thomas Boulsover born,